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within the theatre, electronic devices are not permitted, 
as they affect our sound system. Photography, audio and 
video recording during a performance are prohibited by 
the Canadian theatre agreement. this is important, as it 
ensures the protection of the work of the artists.

we ask that you enjoy any food, drinks, candy and gum 
before entering the theatre. yPt is a nut-free zone, as 
many people have severe, life-threatening allergies, so no 
peanuts or nut products are permitted in the theatre.

Important thIngs to consIder  
In the theatre

dIscuss wIth your class the role 
of an audIence memBer

you play a vital part in the success of a theatrical performance.  
in the way that the actors have a responsibility to the audi-
ence, as audience members, you have a responsibility to 
each other and to the actors on stage. 

actors are thrilled when the audience is engaged and 
responsive. we want you to laugh, cheer, clap and really 
enjoy your time at the theatre. at the same time, please 
remember to be considerate. talking, whispering and ex-
cessive movement during a live performance is distracting 
for the actors and disruptive for other audience members. 

watching a play can often make you think about things 
in a new way. the Q&a after the show is the perfect time 
for you to ask questions you might have. as you watch the 
play, prepare one question to ask the actors.

thInkIng aBout the  
whole productIon

During the show, look at different aspects of the produc-
tion together. Before the show, identify tasks for your class. 
For instance, have one group focusing on the set, another 
listening for the music and sound effects, a third watching 
the lighting and a fourth, the costumes. Compare notes 
after the show about what you observe. You will be more 
informed and you’ll be surprised by how much you noticed.

theatre is a 
two-way exchange
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We’re so glad you’re coming to visit us here at the  
theatre. We want you to feel safe and welcome  
whenever you come to YPT. Whether you’ve come to 
the theatre before or this is your first time at YPT, this 
guide will help prepare you for your visit.
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“I find a lot of what happens at Manitoba Theatre for Young 
People so utterly compelling that I’m the child that wants to go 
and see it.” — robert enright, CbC radio, 2004

Manitoba theatre for young People has been creating and 
presenting professional theatre productions for children and 
families since 1982. led by artistic director leslee Silverman 
since its inception, MtyP has grown to become one of the 
most respected professional theatre companies in Canada, for 
children or adults.

MtyP’s artistry has been applauded not only as a theatre for 
young audiences, but also as an innovative and highly creative 
theatre company: “it’s the best of world theatre for children... a 
remarkable organization...” (robert enright, CbC radio). each 
season, MtyP presents touring companies from around the 
world, as well as contributing to the repertoire of Canadian 
theatre through the creation and development of new work.

the company has received numerous honours, including 
being the first english theatre to win the Canadian institute 
of the arts for young audiences award in 1992. MtyP’s 1994 
production of Comet in Moominland was nominated for 
the prestigious Chalmers award and, in 1998, old friends 
received this same honour. in 2003 Ms. Silverman received 
the first arts award of distinction from the Manitoba arts 
Council, recognizing the highest level of artistic excellence and 
distinguished career achievements by a professional Manitoba 
artist. in 2007, MtyP’s production of Comet in Moominland 
was invited to open the season at new york’s prestigious new 
Victory theatre and, that same year, the production won a 
dora Mavor Moore award for outstanding Production in the 

theatre for young audiences category. in 2011 leslee Silverman 
was awarded the Governor General’s Performing arts award 
for lifetime acheivement, Canada’s highest honour in the 
performing arts.

located at the forks in winnipeg, MtyP’s home is a 
28,000 square foot performance facility featuring a fully re-
configurable theatre, classroom studios, and production and 
wardrobe shops.

in addition to its mainstage season and touring activities, 
MtyP also plays a key role in the development and delivery 
of theatre-in-education programs that concentrate on using 
theatre as an educational tool to illustrate and express ideas 
about social issues. the company also operates a theatre 
School where over 1,500 children and teens learn the art and 
craft of theatre and related disciplines, and an aboriginal arts 
training & Mentorship Program which offers free classes in 
theatre and related disciplines to winnipeg’s aboriginal youth.

Visit http://www.mtyp.ca/about-mtyp.cfm to learn more about 
the work of MytP.

by participating in the exercises in this study guide, students will be fulfilling the requirements of the ontario Ministry of 
education curriculum.

strands and curriculum connections 

CurriCuluM ConneCtionS: Music, language, the kindergarten Program

CharaCter eduCation ConneCtionS: Co-operation, kindness and Caring, respect, teamwork

theMeS: friendship, acceptance, the Joy of Music

the company

about manitoba theatre for young people

creatIve team
director 

lighting designer
Composer

Set / Prop / Costume design
Musical director
Stage Manager

assistant Stage Manager

kim selody
scott henderson
fred penner
linda leon
paul o’neill
carolyn kutchyera
loc lu

the cast
Mr. Johnsonlady 

as Cast
as Cast
the Cat

Jay Brazeau
Jessee havey
paul hooson
fred penner
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synopsis
the remarkable trio of fred Penner, Jay brazeau and kim 
Selody have joined together to create a brand new play. based 
on the song fred made universally famous, this fanciful tale 
explores conflicting wishes – wanting a mischievous cat to 
go away versus wishing the affectionate feline would come 
back. in the play, a merry band of musicians help their grumpy 
neighbour Mr. Johnson and his curious cat negotiate a way to 
live together. fantastical feline fun, first-rate performances and 
rockin’ music make this a show you and your children won’t 
want to miss!

aBout the song
how old is the song? 120 years old! because fred Penner 
made the song very popular, many people are surprised 
to find out that the Cat Came back wasn’t written by 
him. it was published by harry S. Miller in 1893. it was 
first recorded in 1924, and fred Penner recorded it on his 
first album in 1979.

units of study

pre-show Questions
•	 The Cat Came Back is a song that tells a story. Can you think of any other story songs?
•	 why do people keep pets? what are the challenges and benefits of having a pet? has your pet or the pet of someone you 

know ever caused any problems?
•	 what does it mean to be responsible for something?

By participating in these exercises, students will:
• reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found 

most helpful in oral communication situations.
• communicate by talking and by listening and speaking to others for a variety of purposes and in a variety of contexts.
• demonstrate understanding and critical awareness of a variety of written materials that are read by and with the teacher.
• use reading strategies that are appropriate for beginning readers in order to make sense of a variety of written materials.
• communicate in writing, using strategies that are appropriate for beginners.
• demonstrate a beginning understanding and critical awareness of media texts.
• demonstrate an awareness of themselves as artists through engaging in activities in visual arts, music, drama, and dance.
• demonstrate basic knowledge and skills gained through exposure to the arts and activities in the arts.
• use problem-solving strategies when experimenting with the skills, materials processes, and techniques used in the arts 

both individually and with others.
• express responses to a variety of art forms, including those from other cultures.
• communicate their ideas through various art forms.

Photo l-r: Paul hooSon, fred Penner and JeSSee haVey in a SCene froM The CaT Came BaCk; Set & CoStuMe deSiGn and PuPPet Co-deSiGn by linda leon, PuPPet Co-deSiGn & build by Shawn kettner, 

liGhtinG deSiGn by SCott henderSon | Photo by leif norMan, illuStration by Jan borkowSki
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Materials:
•	 Cat Quiz (appendix a)
•	 Cat Quiz answer key (appendix b)
•	 writing utensils

Directions:
1. as a class, brainstorm what kinds of pets people have.
2. ask students to explain which animal they think makes the best pet.
3. Share the following information about cats with your students: 

All the domestic or pet cats alive today are descended from as few as five African wild cats. In Egypt, cats were first 
domesticated as pets about 4000 years ago. They were used to protect food stores by catching mice and other pests. 
They were worshipped as gods and goddesses. Cats are the most popular pets in the world. 

4. discuss with students: why do you think cats have always been a popular choice for a pet? 
5. Complete the Cat Quiz with your students either as a whole class, in teams or groups or individually.
6. take up the answers together and debrief: were any of these facts surprising to you? why or why not? if you were to 

choose a pet, would you want to have a cat? why or why not?

materials:
•	 paper
•	 writing utensils
•	 chalk/chalkboard
•	 markers/whiteboard

directions:
1. research the growing problem of stray cats and dogs in toronto. 
2. brainstorm a list of things that people can do to help solve this problem. 
3. working as a class or in small groups, choose some of these actions and create a Public Service announcement, with the 

aim of educating viewers about the problem and what they can do to make it better. 
4. Share these with the class.

materials:
•	 paper
•	 writing utensils
•	 copies of or access to the following articles

directions:
1. there are a number of stories about cats who have been lost or separated from their owners who return to their homes 

days, months or even years later. 
2. Share a few of the following stories with your class: 

the Cat Came back Just in time for Christmas 
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/article/1105603--the-cat-came-back-just-in-timefor-Christmas 
the Cat Came back, Six Months later 
http://www.thebeaumontnews.ca/articledisplay.aspx?e=3406564 
and the Cat Came back 
http://www.simcoe.com/news/article/1230837--and-the-cat-came-back 
Cat Came back: 14 years later 
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/cat-came-back-14-years-later-83324237.html

3. in small groups, have students create a story using words and pictures about what the cat might have been doing while 
it was gone.

4. have students share these stories with the whole class.
5. debrief: what might have helped these cats to find their homes and return to their families? how did their owners 

manage to hold out hope that their pets would return?

pre-show exercises
eXercIse #1: all aBout cats

eXercIse #2: puBlIc servIce announcement

culmInatIng eXercIse: cats who came Back



youngpeoplestheatre.ca

The Cat Came Back Study Guide

6

•	 in the play, Mr. Johnson and fred have an argument about whether music helps people. what do you think? does music 
help people? how?

•	 why didn’t Mr. Johnson like the cat? what different things could he have tried to solve the problems he was having with 
the cat?

•	 Mr. Johnson didn’t enjoy the cat, but then when the cat was gone he missed him and felt badly about the way he treated 
the cat. why do you think he felt this way? have you ever lost a pet or something else you cared about?

post-show Questions

Photo l-r: fred Penner and JeSSee haVey in a SCene froM The CaT Came BaCk; Set & CoStuMe deSiGn and PuPPet Co-deSiGn by linda leon, PuPPet Co-deSiGn & build by Shawn kettner, liGhtinG 

deSiGn by SCott henderSon | Photo by leif norMan, illuStration by Jan borkowSki
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Materials:
• paper
• writing utensils
• drawing utensils
• chalk/chalkboard
• markers/whiteboard
• tableau Checklist (appendix C)

Directions:
1. brainstorm, as a class, words you would use to describe cats (what they look like, their personalities, their likes and 

dislikes, etc.).
2. there are many idioms and sayings that include cats. these poetic sayings have particular meanings and also tell us 

something about what people believe to be the nature of cats.
3. as a class, make a list of all of the sayings you can. using this list and the following suggestions, discuss what these 

tell us about cats. are these fair or true assessments of cats?
• when the cat’s away, the mice will play.
• don’t let the cat out of the bag.
• that’s enough to make a cat laugh.
• Copycat.
• it’s the cat’s pajamas!
• Cat’s got your tongue.
• it’s raining cats and dogs.
• Cat burglar
• Curiosity killed the cat.
• Catnap
• it’s like herding cats.
• look what the cat dragged in.

4. Choosing from these lists, have students create an illustration of their chosen saying.
5. without explaining what their chosen idiom is, have students present their illustrations and have the rest of the class 

try to discern which saying they drew.
6. then, in small groups, have students create a tableau that communicates their chosen idiom. use the tableau 

Checklist (appendix C) to help students to create strong tableaux.
7. again, have students present these and have the rest of the class try to discern which saying they are 

communicating.
8. debrief: what kind of cat do we meet in the play? what do we learn about his personality? is he similar to the cats 

that you know in your life?

eXercIse #2: drawIng IdIoms

Materials:
•	 paper
•	 writing utensils
•	 drawing utensils
•	 chalk/chalkboard
•	 markers/whiteboard

Directions:
1. introduce students to this popular nursery rhyme: 

Pussycat, Pussycat, where have you been? 
I’ve been to London to look at the Queen? 
Pussycat, pussycat, what did you there? 
I frightened a little mouse under her chair.

2. as a class, analyze the poem by asking students what they notice about the lines. talk about the use of rhyme in 
poetry (aabb). explain to students that this poem is made up of rhyming couplets with 10 syllables in each line.

3. help students create their own rhyming couplets about the story of Mr. Johnson and his cat. have them start their 
poems with one of the following lines or with one of their own choosing: 

• Pussycat, pussycat where did you go? 
• Pussycat, pussycat what was it like? 
• Pussycat, pussycat why did you leave? 
• Pussycat, pussycat, what did you do?

4. when students have created their poems, they can illustrate them and share them with the rest of the class.

post-show exercises
eXercIse #1: adaptIng poetry
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Materials:
• paper
• writing utensils
• tableau Checklist (appendix C)

Directions:
1. using The Cat Came Back as an example, discuss the choices the artists made to turn this song into a play. note that 

they did not confine themselves to the events in the song, but built a story around it. 
2. in small groups, have students use one of the other songs in the show (i.e. whoa Mr. Johnson, take Me, i’m free, 

Cats are Curious Creatures, home is where the heart is) or another song.
3. have them brainstorm what story or stories can be found in this song.
4. invite students to ask the following questions in order to discover the story suggested in the song:

• who might the characters be?
• what is the main thing that happens in the story?
• what is the first thing that happens?
• how does it end?

5. once students have decided these things, have them outline the play as a list of scenes. encourage students to tell 
the story in four or five key events.

6. have students use tableaux to tell the story, using one tableau for each event. use the tableau Checklist (appendix 
C) to help students to create strong tableaux.

7. have each group share their song and story with the class.

culmInatIng eXercIse: playBuIldIng from songs

Photo l-r: Paul hooSon, Jay brazeau and JeSSee haVey in a SCene froM The CaT Came BaCk; Set & CoStuMe deSiGn and PuPPet Co-deSiGn by linda leon, PuPPet Co-deSiGn & build by Shawn kettner, 

liGhtinG deSiGn by SCott henderSon | Photo by leif norMan, illuStration by Jan borkowSki
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appendix a
cat QuIz
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appendix B
cat QuIz answer key
1. true.
2. true. Cats have 230, humans have 206.
3. false. 37% of us keep cats.
4. false. no cats live in antarctica.
5. false. Cats sleep up to sixteen hours per day
6. true.
7. false. not always, but most of the time.
8. true. Cats may be contributing to the decline in urban 

bird populations.

9. true.
10. false. average life span for outdoor cats is 3-5 years. for 

indoor cats, 10-16 years.
11. true. first he tried cutting a kitten-sized and a cat-sized 

hole in his door before realizing he didn’t need both. 
even brilliant scientists make silly mistakes!

appendix c
taBleau checklIst

Positioning shows the audience a clear understand-
ing of what is happening in the scene.

facial expressions illustrate the characters’ thoughts 
and emotions.

the piece uses different levels and depths.

the scene is completely frozen (including gaze of 
characters).

there is one or more distinct focal points in the scene.
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Jon kaplan’s IntroductIon to student revIewers

reviewing a play

theatre is, for me, an art form that tells me something about myself or gets me thinking about the world in which i live.  

whether going to the theatre as a reviewer or simply an audience member, i think that watching a play is an emotional ex-
perience and not just an intellectual one. i always let a show wash over me, letting it touch my feelings, and only later, after 
the show, do i try to analyze those feelings.  

that’s when i start to think about some of the basic questions you ask when you’re writing a review – what did i see (story, 
characters, themes); how did i respond to what i saw; what parts of the production (script, performances, direction, design 
and possibly other elements) made me feel and think what i did; why was i supposed to respond in that fashion?

when you go to the theatre to review, take a few notes during a show if you feel comfortable doing so, but don’t spend your time 
writing the review during the show; you’ll miss what’s happening onstage.

writing a review doesn’t mean providing a plot summary. that’s only part of the job; you have to discuss your reaction to 
what you saw and try to explore some of the reasons for that reaction.

i don’t believe that there’s any such thing as a totally objective piece of criticism. we are all individuals, bringing our own back-
grounds, experiences and beliefs to a production. in some fashion, every one of us sitting in the theatre is a critic, no matter 
whether we’re writing a review or not; we all react to and form judgments about what we see on the stage.

when i go to a production, i always keep in mind that the people involved in putting it on have worked long and hard – weeks, 
months, sometimes years – getting it onto the stage. even if i have problems with the result, it’s important to respect the efforts 
that went into the show.

Jon Kaplan is senior theatre writer at NOW Magazine, where he’s worked for the past 31 years.

YPT provides subsidized programs to qualifying schools through our Connections and Arts Impact initiatives, 
which offer students and teachers the ability to experience, participate and learn through live theatre. It is only 
with the generous support of our Education Partner, BMO Financial Group and our Arts Impact Sponsor, Great 
West Life, London Life & Canada Life, along with Tippet Foundation and an anonymous donor, that these pro-
grams are made possible. Please visit youngpeoplestheatre.ca for additional information.

subsidized programs for schools

eduCation  Partner artS  iMPaCt  Partner
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yPt is the largest the-
atre for young audences 
(tya) company in 
Canada and a signifi-
cant institution in the 
Canadian professional 
theatre community. over 
our 47-year history we 
have produced many 
of the most important 
works that now form the 
canon of plays for young 
audiences in this country. 

at the heart of founder Susan rubes’ idea for young 
People’s theatre (yPt) was a belief that children de-
serve a theatre of their own – with resources and stan-
dards no lesser than those for adults. She believed – as 
we do today – that young people deserve good theatre 
because theatre is good for young people.

through the communal experience of the theatre we 
create for them, children can receive indications of 
what is important, funny, trivial; positive, negative, 
wrong, right, rightish, wrongish; frightening, reassuring, 
empowering, unavoidable; familiar, new, eternal … we 
strongly believe that even through the most playful of 
plays, we are speaking powerfully to children about the 
community and the world in which they live.

therefore, at the centre of the artistic policy of yPt 
is a desire to have a positive and lasting impact on 
the emotional, social, and intellectual development of 
young people. we want children to be imprinted with 
experiences that will increase their access to the world, 
in order for them to grow into the unique and wonder-
ful people they were born to be. to do this, our pro-

gramming is drawn from the world classics of children’s 
stories, from contemporary works, from the new plays 
we develop, and from productions showcasing the 
most innovative and accomplished theatre for young 
audiences by other Canadian and international theatre 
companies.

at yPt, because we are serious about child develop-
ment through theatre art, children can experience our 
work as either audience members or theatre creators. 
we extend the learning opportunities of our profes-
sional productions through our substantial education & 
Participation department. the department’s services 
for teachers and students helps connect curriculum 
objectives and learning outcomes to the content of our 
professional productions; its Community Participation 
projects link our theatre skill with the educational aspir-
ations of partners who are dedicated to the growth of 
young people; our interest-based drama School offers 
young people the chance to engage deeply in the ex-
citement of theatre art; and our Community Volunteer 
programme offers everyone who wants it, the oppor-
tunity to participate in the mission of yPt. 

yPt is not only a professional theatre for young audi-
ences but a vital community-based centre of arts 
education.

allen Macinnis
artistic director

young people’s theatre

educatIon & partIcIpatIon department
KAREN GILODO
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
416.363.5131 x230 
KGILODO@YOUNGPEOPLESTHEATRE.CA

416.862.2222 | youngpeoplestheatre.ca | 165 front street east, toronto on, m5a 3z4

GoVernMent PartnerS

yPt gratefully acknowledges the outstanding support of  
ada Slaight, Gary & donna Slaight & family

THE TRILLIUM FOUNDATION IS AN AGENCY 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO


